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Honors English 8 
(7th graders entering 8th grade) 

 
Please read BOTH of the following books prior to the start of school.  Bring your Tom 
Sawyer project and annotated copy of Night to class on the first or second day of school 
(printed, final draft from, ready to hand in).  These will be used for class discussion and 
an assessment of your writing skills.    
 
Be sure to have completely read (cover to cover) the selected books—in their original, full 
version (no abridged or “junior” editions) and use NO OUTSIDE SOURCES for your 
assignments.  Be prepared to take a short comprehension test over each novel, so if you 
read early in the summer, take notes to refresh what you read. 

 
(1) Read Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 

 
Project:  Create a time capsule with important objects from the book.  Creativity must reflect 
your reading!   
 
Choose an appropriate container (a tube or box that shows creativity and connection to the 
book – not just a grocery bag or shoe box that says “Adidas”) and then fill it with at least 
SEVEN well-chosen objects that would be near and dear to Tom’s heart.   

 
The seven objects cannot all be from the same portion of the book (ie. paintbrush, white 
paint, tin pail, and white marble all from Chapter 2) – choose ONE object from each 
section of the book:  
(1) Chapters 1-5 
(2) Chapters 6-10 
(3) Chapters 11-15 
(4) Chapters 16-20 
(5) Chapters 21-25 
(6) Chapters 26-30 
(7) Chapters 31-35  
 

The objects must be tangible (a physical item, not just a description or paper cut-out). Be 
creative with these -- please do not spend $50 at Hobby Lobby (you can probably find most 
items around the house if you are imaginative).  Be sure relate directly to the text.  
 
You must also include a typed, written explanation of each item and its importance to Tom, 
including a direct quote from the book with page number.  Your seven entries should look much 
like this example (from Journey to the Center of the Earth):   
 
Chapters 31-35:  Cumulus clouds (represented by cotton balls).  In Chapter 35, Axel notices clouds on the horizon.  
He describes them as “great bales of cotton piled up in picturesque disorder” (118).  They are the warning signs of a 
huge storm that nearly destroys the raft and carries them across the underground sea.  In this section the group 
experiences a battle against the elements, showing the conflict of man vs. his environment.  
 
Prepare to share the time capsule with the class. Your grade will be based on the time capsule, 
its contents, and your written explanation. 
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(2) Read Night by Elie Wiesel  

 
You need to practice annotating your books, that is – writing notes in the margins of the 
pages to highlight essential information, ask discussion questions, and identify important 
quotes.  If you want to read to remember, you should read with a pencil in your hand.   
 
In this book, I want you to place 10 Post-It notes (regular 3x3 size) next to 10 different 
quotes which you have underlined and want to discuss in class.  Spread them throughout the 
book (not all in one section).  On the note, write the page number and write a 3+ sentence 
response to the quote which you have identified as important.   
 
*Show that you are a critical reader – that you can “read between the lines of the text” and 
think about the meaning of the text in terms of a larger or universal significance.  You may 
also create your own meaning through personal connections and references to other text.  
Thoughtful questions are ideal; be sure to explore different interpretations.  Your thoughts are 
valid – don’t go to outside sources for the “right answer.”  Interact with the text as you 
question, agree, disagree, or appreciate.  Please review the rubric below to phrase your 
annotations in a way that shows upper level thinking skills rather than obvious statements. 

 

 
  

During the school year the following works will be required reading: 
• The Hiding Place – Corrie ten Boom 
• The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
• A Midsummer Night’s Dream – No Fear Shakespeare 
• Mythology – Edith Hamilton 
• The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien  


